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Achieve a unique look using classic techniques

by Diane Fitzgerald

T , M H is among the most
collectible and sought after of 20th century costume designs.

Her pieces, marked or even unmarked, often command high prices
at antique shows and auctions. That Haskell s pieces were worn
by such film stars as Lucille Ball, Myrna Loye, and Joan Crawford
contributes to the aura and mystique of the genre. Studying
Haskell s work can provide inspiration for our own creations.

The style of jewelry created by Haskell and her contemporaries

De Mario and Stanley Hagler, to name just two  often
features a collage of components. Flowers, leaves, scrolls, and
other shapes are attached with wire to a perforated plate. The
back is a second plate, either solid or filigree, which is wired or
clamped to the front plate. This process is sometimes referred
to as tapestry beading or cage work.

On the following pages, you Il find an explanation of some of
the primary techniques and design ideas used in tapestry beading,
several examples of pieces | ve made in this style, and step-by-step
instructions for making a small pin. With practice, you Il get
comfortable enough to move on to larger, more complex pieces
like the pendant shown at left. Although the technique is simple,
your eye for composition will determine the piece s appeal.
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